NOVEMBER

November 1-30: Lung Cancer Awareness Month
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Every November, individuals and health organizations around the world
come together to observe Lung Cancer Awareness Month. The goal of
Lung Cancer Awareness Month in 2025 is to bring increased attention
to lung cancer, emphasizing the critical importance of low-dose
computed tomography lung cancer screening, the link between early
diagnosis and improved treatment outcomes, and the latest advances
in treating this disease.

In the United States (US), lung cancer is the third most common cancer
(excluding non-melanoma skin cancer) but the leading cause of cancer
deaths. In 2025, an estimated 226,650 people will be diagnosed with
lung cancer, which will account for approximately 11.1% of all new
cancer cases.' An estimated 124,730 people in the US will die from lung
cancer in 2025, which will account for approximately 20.2% of all cancer
deaths. The risk of developing lung cancer is highest for people who
smoke.2 Other risk factors include exposure to carcinogens (such as
pollution or secondhand smoke) and having a personal or family history
of lung cancer.2 Treatment options for the most common forms of lung
cancer include surgery, chemotherapy, radiation therapy, ablation,
immunotherapy, targeted therapy, and tumor treating fields

therapy.+ Researchers continue to work on new therapies that offer
greater efficacy with fewer potential adverse effects.

To help observe Lung Cancer Awareness Month, our coverage
examines the disease from varied perspectives. We delve into the most
recent lung cancer statistics, including survival rates, which have been
improving. We provide concise summaries of the latest treatments
used for the 2 most common types of lung cancer: non-small cell lung
cancer and small cell lung cancer. Our coverage also includes several
new or updated Diagnosis and Disease Info articles, focusing on lung
cancer overall, and specifically on lung adenocarcinoma, Pancoast
tumors, hemoptysis, and mesothelioma.

Healthcare professionals play a vital role in increasing patient
awareness of lung cancer. These efforts can lead to higher screening
rates, earlier detection, and earlier treatment, all of which can help
reduce the substantial burden of lung cancer.
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WCLC 2025: Top 5 Studies From A Thoracic Oncologist’s Perspective

Dr Eric K. Singhi shares his top 5 presentations from WCLC 2025 and explains why he finds
them compelling.

Published: 09/22/2025

Features Across the Network
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Lung Cancer Awareness Month: Perspectives From the 2025 ERS Congress

Lung cancer treatment advances spotlighted at ERS 2025 included robotic-assisted
bronchoscopy with integrated cone-beam CT and flavonoids for treating NSCLC.

Published: 11/12/2025

Fact Sheets
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Lung Cancer Stages

This fact sheet explains how lung cancer is staged, and what each stage means. Lung
cancer staging can be complex, but this fact sheet is intended for patient education.

Published: 09/26/2025
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Lung Cancer Statistics: Understanding the Numbers for Informed Care

Understanding lung cancer statistics and trends is an important tool clinicians can
leverage to more effectively diagnose and treat these patients.

Updated: 09/29/2025
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Lung Cancer Screening

This fact sheet explains what patients need to know about lung cancer screening, which is
performed using low-dose computed tomography (CT) scanning.

Published: 10/29/2025
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Lung Cancer Survival Rate: By Age and Stage

This fact sheet explains lung cancer staging, and provides lung cancer survival rates by
stage, type, and age.

Published: 10/31/2025
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Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer (NSCLC) Treatment

This fact sheet explains when medications might be used to treat NSCLC, and describes
some of the most commonly used medications.

Published: 11/05/2025
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Small Cell Lung Cancer Treatment

This fact sheet explains when medications might be used to treat small cell lung cancer,
and describes some of the most commonly used medications.

Published: 11/07/2025
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Immunotherapy for Lung Cancer: A List of Treatments

Immunotherapy for lung cancer often consists of checkpoint inhibitors used to treat
patients with treatment-resistant, advanced lung cancer.

Published: 11/24/2025

Diagnosis & Disease Information (DDI)
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Lung Cancer

Lung cancer is the third-most common cancer in the United States, after breast and

prostate cancers. Approximately 5.7% of American adults will develop lung cancer at some
pointin their lifetime.

Updated: 09/30/2025
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Pancoast Tumor

A Pancoast tumor is a rare type of lung cancer tumor that causes a specific group of
symptoms (shoulder/arm pain, hand muscle atrophy, and Horner syndrome) and often isn’t
detected until late in the disease course.

Published: 09/23/2025
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Adenocarcinoma of the Lung

Lung adenocarcinoma is a subtype of non-small cell lung cancer that starts in glandular
epithelial cells, primarily in the peripheral regions of the lung.

Published: 10/20/2025
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Hemoptysis

Hemoptysis is the expectoration of blood from the lungs and airways that often reflects
bleeding at the bronchial arteries.

Published: 10/22/2025
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Mesothelioma

Mesothelioma, a cancer that arises from the mesothelial cells that line the body’s serous
cavities, is found most commonly the pleural cavities surrounding the lungs or the
peritoneal cavity surrounding the abdominal organs.

Published: 10/24/2025
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Mesothelioma Treatment & Pharmacologic Management

A comprehensive outline of mesothelioma treatment and pharmacologic management
guidelines for health care professionals.

Published: 08/14/2023
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Small Cell Lung Cancer Treatment & Pharmacologic Management

Small cell lung cancer (SCLC) accounts for approximately 14% of lung and bronchus
cancers, with approximately 30,000 to 35,000 new patients diagnosed in the US yearly.

Updated: 08/20/2024
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Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer Treatment & Pharmacologic Management

Non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) is the most common lung cancer type, accounting for
81% of all lung cancer diagnoses.

Updated: 04/04/2024

Latest News | Lung Cancer Awareness Month 2025
Lung Cancer Risk Varies Among 9/11 Responders

This study is the first to establish an association between exposure severity and the
incidence of lung cancer, according to researchers.

Published: 10/15/2025

Zepzelca Plus Atezolizumab Approved for First-Line ES-SCLC Maintenance Therapy

Findings showed Zepzelca with atezolizumab reduced the risk of disease progression or
death by 46% and the risk of death by 27% compared to atezolizumab alone.

Published: 10/07/2025

Immunotherapy Compliance in Resectable NSCLC Is Lower in the Adjuvant Setting

In the adjuvant setting, 9.6% of NSCLC patients completely omitted adjuvant
immunotherapy and 34.6% required therapy discontinuation or cycle reduction.

Published: 10/06/2025

Comedications May Impact Survival in NSCLC Patients Receiving Pembrolizumab

Certain proton pump inhibitors, steroids, and antibiotics were associated with worse
overall survival.

Published: 09/18/2025

Amivantamab-Lazertinib Prolongs OS vs Osimertinib in EGFR-Mutant NSCLC

The median overall survival was not reached in the amivantamab-lazertinib arm and was
36.7 months in the osimertinib arm.

Published: 09/17/2025

“Less Complex” Regimen Shows Promise for Advanced, EGFR-Mutant NSCLC
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Consolidative radiotherapy (RT) at the time of the expected best response to osimertinib
was considered well tolerated and demonstrated “promising efficacy” in patients with
advanced, EGFR-mutant non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).

Published: 09/09/2025

ctDNA Status After Oligoprogression May Predict Outcomes in EGFR-Mutant NSCLC

The median time from oligoprogression to death was 15.47 months in the ctDNA-positive
group and 32.43 months in the ctDNA-negative group.

Published: 09/02/2025

FDA Grants Breakthrough Tx Status to I-DXd for Pretreated ES-SCLC

The breakthrough therapy designation was based on data from the phase 2 IDeate-Lung01
trial and the phase 1/2 IDeate-PanTumor01 trial.

Published: 08/20/2025

Adagrasib Outperforms Docetaxel in KRAS-Mutant NSCLC

The median progression-free survival by blinded review was 5.5 months with adagrasib and
3.8 months with docetaxel.

Published: 08/18/2025

Ultra-Processed Food Consumption Linked to Risk of Lung Cancer

Patients with the highest ultra-processed food consumption had a 41% higher risk of
developing lung cancer than patients with the lowest consumption.

Published: 08/04/2025

Frequently Asked Patient Questions
When is lung cancer awareness month?

Lung Cancer Awareness Month is observed every November. In addition, World Lung
Cancer Day is celebrated each year on August 1.

What color ribbon is used to represent lung cancer awareness?
A white ribbon is used to represent lung cancer awareness.

What is the national 5-year relative lung cancer survival rate?
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In the United States (US), the overall 5-year relative survival rate for patients with lung
cancer is 28.1%." The 5-year relative survival rate varies by stage at diagnosis as follows™:

= Localized: 64.7%;

= Regional: 37.1%;

= Distant: 9.7%; and

= Unknown stage: 16.5%.

What is the median time from lung cancer diagnosis to initiation of palliative care in
the US?

In a retrospective cohort study that included 23,142 patients with advanced lung cancer
(stage llIB or IV), the median time between the diagnosis of lung cancer diagnosis and the
initiation of palliative care was 42 days.® Other evidence suggests this interval ranges from
2 to 3 months.®

What are the most common environmental carcinogens linked to lung cancer in
nonsmokers?

In people who do not smoke, exposure to the naturally occurring radioactive gas radon,
which can build up indoors, is the main risk factor for lung cancer worldwide.” Other
environmental carcinogens that have been linked to lung cancer in nonsmokers include
exposure to secondhand smoke, outdoor air pollution, and household air pollution (such
as from poorly ventilated cooking/heating sources).®'® Other environmental carcinogens
often linked to occupational exposures that could cause lung cancer in a nonsmokers
include arsenic, asbestos, beryllium, cadmium, chromium, coal smoke, diesel fumes,
nickel, silica, and uranium."
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